17t Death Anniversary of World Famous

Humanitarian: Dr. Akhter Hameed Khan

A Tribute by Nasim Yousaf

To rise in the world, the Muslims need men like Dr. Akhter Hameed Khan,
who innovate and contribute to humanity.

October 9th marked the 17th death anniversary of Nobel Prize Nominee Dr.

Akhter Hameed Khan, one of the great social scientists of the 20t century. Dr. thelndependent
Khan was a selfless statesman who dedicated his life to serving humanity and — ——

changing the lives of the poor. In pursuit of this endeavor, Dr. Khan founded two e e
monumental projects: the Pakistan (later Bangladesh) Academy for Rural Atribute to the famous humanitarian:
Development (BARD, Comilla) in 1959 and the Orangi Pilot Project (OPP, Dr.Akhter Hameed Khan

Karachi) in 1980. Through these projects, Dr. Khan pioneered many innovative [ iwhiong br s o cash ed weaty nd ouioss et yt e chose o
methods for poverty alleviation. Bangladesh Finance Minister, AMA Mubhith,
stated at a Microcredit and Development Conference, “...Dr. Akhtar Hamid f':':""
[Hameed] Khan officially initiated the saving and microcredit system [at Pakistan

Academy for Rural Development] ” (The Daily Ittefag, August 26, 2013). The
World Bank’s publication entitled Ending Poverty in South Asia also describes Dr.
Akhter Hameed Khan as the “Originator of the RSP [Rural Support Program]
Approach in South Asia.” According to the publication, Dr. Khan “inspired and
motivated thousands of development professionals in South Asia...[and other parts
of the world]” Dr. Khan’s methods around rural development, microfinance,
female empowerment, and participatory development led to a worldwide
movement.

Along with Dr. Khan’s revolutionary projects, people were inspired by his upstanding character and life of
simplicity. With his upbringing, Dr. Khan could have easily led a wealthy
. 'F’l‘ 1E 8- and luxrious lifestyle, yet he chose to live plainly and work on behalf of
mancna xpress = the common man. Dr. Khan frequently interacted with powerful or well-
known individuals around the world, but did not ask for any favors. For
Eefh‘e”l‘,beﬁlwnfpthffo‘f‘lfi?rOf,BﬁFD instance, he did not misuse his close relationships with the President of
%0 ok sl pommmuico e be el Pakistan (Mohammad Ayub Khan), Prime Minister Chaudhry Mohammad
R, WSk e Yosmat e 4 it Ali, Prime Minister Hussain Shaheed Suharawardy, or his powerful and
well-respected  politician  father-in-law (Allama Mashrigi). In fact,
President Ayub Khan offered Dr. Khan several highly desired positions
(Governor of East Pakistan, Advisor to the President, and Vice Chancellor
of Dhaka University), but Dr. Khan declined all these offers. Dr. Khan’s
upstanding character was evident, even in the small occurrences of
everyday life. For instance, in 1969, Dr. Khan and | were in Dhaka. Dr.
Khan was to take a Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) flight from the
or Al Hamnd o o 15, % Dhaka Airport, but his flight was canceled. When PIA offered Dr. Khan a
free room at the Intercontinental Hotel (Dhaka), he politely declined and
instead came back to where we were staying in Dhaka. When asked why
he didn’t take the room, Dr. Khan explained, “The flight was canceled and
the airline offered me a complimentary stay, but | did not take it as it
would cause unnecessary expense to PIA when | can stay here.” Based on
Dr. Khan’s upstanding actions, it is not surprising that President Ayub
once said, “Akhter Hameed Khan is the only man in Pakistan who has
never come to me for anything.”




Dr. Khan was an inspirational figure who, through his works, brought Pakistan and Bangladesh world recognition.
Among the famous figures who have learned from Dr. Akhter Hameed Khan and applied his methods of poverty
alleviation are Shoaib Sultan Khan, Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Professor Muhammad
Yunus. Their success is indeed a magnificent tribute to Khan sahib. In Pakistan, his methods are widely applied
through the National Rural Support Programme, Agha Khan Rural Support Programme, and other initiatives. Dr.
Khan is revered as a national hero in South Asia.

Dr. Khan’s life and work provide a valuable lesson for others: those who seek worldly possessions may be
recognized in the short-term, but those who serve humanity are remembered forever.

For more information on Dr. Khan, visit the Facebook pages and YouTube channel dedicated to him.

Nasim Yousaf, a nephew of Dr. Khan, is a researcher based in the USA. He has been featured in various American
publications including Who's Who in the World/America. He has written 15 books and digitized files of rare
documents related to South Asian history. His articles have been published in many countries around the world and
in peer-reviewed publications (Harvard Asia Quarterly, Pakistaniaat, World History Encyclopedia, and Education
About Asia) in the US.



Copyright © 2016 Nasim Yousaf

thelmemdent i s S DI il i s
TORTCIMIG VST O 1 P

17th Death Anniversary of World Famous

Remembering the founder of BARD

Dr. Khan's life and work provide a valuable lesson for all: those e e e Humanitarian: Dr. Akhter Hameed Khan
who seek worldly may be % 7 .
e wites o youon o vioe e A tribute to the famous humanitarian: ——
S e to o . et L o "f‘f“ .. Dr.Akhter Hameed Khan
s D a - With his upbringing, Dr. Khan could have easily led a wealthy and luxurious lifestyle, yet he chose to K AS H M I R FREEF":S'?.L"IE RECORDS SEAl

live plainly and work on behalf of the common man

T — MEDIA WATCH
OFTHEDAY

o s g
et v A

i
e sk At Hsoed R

ir Jammu India Pakistan World Sports Business Featured Opinion |

Death Anniversary of World Famous
1anitarian: Dr. Akhter Hameed Khan

T o
canmen ubr sl

e
oty

Prtiserome

an Khan, Sir Farke Has

Ml gk wound e ekl
b oot ey ot sk o s v, o
’ ]

o, At oty v e et

T
ooy mhv-—\lmw»«
]

vy o

"Mk Ham] Ehan
goakeckoait Smapen
ot Apprch 1Sl b

e Ko ll)lh and work provide o valuable les
for all thase who seck worldly posscasion
. Thme who serve

SA.
infoahkhanidyahoo.com

PAKISTAN CHRISTIAN POST

I3 October 6, 2016, 3:18 pm HOME BUSINESS CINEMA

ik Atides  Communfty  Spors  Arhive ortact Us

EVENTS LIFESTYLE MUSIC NEWS SPORTS TABLOWN OYEVIDEDS VIEWS WHAT'S ON

ovecLus

o Liked + Message 4 Ssve  Morew

o Kashmir Media Watch

17th Death Anniversary of Worl
Akhter Hameed Khan

Category: Pakistan Published on Friday, 07 October 2016 11:12
Christian mother t " :
Islam Kashmir Media
Watch

South Asian Pulse
u"-l"““-‘iv‘}*"

3 ¢ EHUEB SAlE If You Want Custoriersito Stay, o . -
Then Comaito s 2 : % Commentary
SERVER4SALE . : . y

A Tribute to Dr Akhter Hameed Khan
By NasimYousaf

I3 e

Home 17thDeath Anniversary of World Famous Humanitarian: Dr. Akhte

Hameed Khan - BY: Nasim Yousaf
S World Telecom

English Articles Y ’

Opinion Essays

Forum Activities b

News/Analysis @

17th Death Anniversary of World Famous Humanitarian:
Dr. Akhter Hameed Khan

October 07, 2016 -- 17:51 hrs m 06 ™
omments

A Tribute by Nasim Yousaf

About US

To rise in the world, the Muslims need men like Dr. Akhter Hameed Khan,



