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DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRUSSIAN VOLKSSCHULE 53

The present Emperor,! in order to combat socialistic principles
rampant in Germany, issued the following order; which is, in
part:

The history of the Fatherland and particularly the history of social
economic legislation and development since the beginning of this (1gth)
century down to the present social-political legislation, is to be so treated
as to show how the Prussian monarchs have always considered their
special mission . . . to further the physical and spiritual welfare of their
people. ‘

It will not be necessary to treat here the legal development of
the Prussian Volksschule because the more important newer
laws and regulations have been cited in the chapters dealing
with the organization of schools, methods, training and payment
of teachers, and other topics having to do with the Volksschulen.

! Lewin, p. 380. Zeniralblait, May, 1889.







































































































































08 PRUSSIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

TWO-CLASS SCHOOLS
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. SCHOOL MANAGEMENT 125

old school, and the request for enrollment in the new school is laid before
the principal of the latter. In both cases the old enrollment certificate
is presented.

For the purpose of keeping watch over school attendance, the prin-
cipal of the school which the child leaves must inform the principal of
the new school of the transfer immediately.

All the foregoing details show to what extent the real manage-
ment of the school has been removed from the hands of the
teachers. The most that can be said in favor of such a Conclusion
system is that it works well. Teachers know precisely
what is expected of them ; there is no shifting of responsibility ;
and the school runs without any friction, thus allowing the
teachers to devote themselves entirely to the business of teaching.



































































































158 PRUSSIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

compensation in other ways. It is difficult to measure the
actual value of all the extracurricular movements, but it seems
to us that if all the children could partake in all of them, they
would outweigh the work done in the schoolroom as far as real
building for life is concerned.




















































































186 PRUSSIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

merely based upon the word of the individual teacher, who is
very apt to give the calling of father quite a little higher than
it really is. Among the men teachers in 1911 a little over 30%,
came from families whose fathers were employed in some kind
of farming, forestry, or fishing; over 27% from homes where
the father was occupied in mining, smelting, industry, or build-
ing ; something over 139, whose fathers were in business of some
kind; 22.6%, came from families where the father was employed
in some kind of public service, chiefly that of teaching in the
Volksschulen. The fathers of about 5% were unemployed or
pensioned. Less than 19, were children of day laborers or
servants. Among the women teachers the percentages were
respectively 13.2%, 26%, 21.7%, 32.2%, 6.7%, and .2%,. Thus
we see a very large percentage of teachers come from rural homes,
and practically all from the so-called middle class.
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TEACHERS’ SALARIES

Tempelhof . . . . . . . . . . .
Zehlendorf . . . . . . . . . . .
Wiesbaden .

Treptow . .

Diisseldorf .

Cologne .

Hermsdorf .

Lankwitz

Lichtenberg .

Mariendorf .

Pankow .

Potsdam .

Neukélin

Stralau

Tegel .

Wannsee .

Weissensee . .

Friedrichfelde .

Breslau

Alderhof .

Marienfelde .

Nowawes

Britz . e e e e e
Nieder-und Ober Schéneweide .
Niederschénhausen
Reinickendorf .
Spandau .
Helgoland
Koénigsberg in Pr.
Glowno . . . . . . . . . .
Heinersdorf . :
Képenick

Alt-Glienicke

Griinau

Lichtenrade

Wiltenau .

Hanau

4850 M.
4850 M.
4810 M.
4800 M.
4800 M.
4800 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4700 M.
4650 M.
4620 M.
4570 M.
4570 M.

4570 M.

4550 M.
4550 M.
4550 M.
4550 M.
4550 M.
4550 M.
4550 M.
4540 M.
4520 M.
4520 M.
4500 M.
4500 M.
4500 M.
4500 M.
4500 M.
4500 M.
4500 M.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE VOLKSSCHULEN 235

formerly, on the first of November. The organization of the
summer term is planned according to local conditions. The
upper and middle sections have, on the average, eighteen
hours per week, every day from 6.45 A.M. to 9.45 A.M., and
the lower section thirteen and a half hours, from 10 A.M. to
12.15 P.M.

In the winter the three sections in the undivided schools are
all taught at the same time. The half-day school (the divided
one-class school) works in the summer according to the program
of the summer school.! In the winter the upper and middle sec-
tions are taught as one class, while the lower section has its
lessons alone. The upper and middle sections receive twenty
hours’ instruction, and the lower section twelve. The divided
one-class school may be established only with the consent of the
administrative county board.

SCHEDULE OF HOURS — ONE-CLASS SCHOOL
TABLE A. SUMMER SCHOOL

SusjECTS Lower SECTION Mm"guﬁr“xgnu"’m

Religion . . . . . 3 2 ) 3
German
Wri ting} ..... 7 53
Arithmetic . . . . . . $ 3 3
Geometry . . . . . .
History . . . . . . . . . . 1
Geography . . . . . . . . . 1
Nature . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Singing s
Gymnas tiCS } ...... o . * I} 3 I l
Drawing . . . . . . « . . . 1
Handwork . . . . . . . . . (1)

Total Hours . . . . . . e 13} 18(19)

1 Table A.
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270 PRUSSIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

there is a schedule for the whole school, and in each classroom
there is a weekly schedule for that grade. These schedules are
followed most diligently. As a rule, religion comes first in the
morning, and the other subjects which require a great amount
of mental exertion are put as early in the day as possible. Sub-
jects like drawing and music are placed at the end of the morning
session or in the afternoon.

Such is the general organization of subject matter, which
in a large measure determines the methods to be employed.
The aim of the elementary school is probably of the
greatest value to the German educator. Method
is placed above subject matter, for it is the basic principle of
German life, not how much is done, but how and how well it is
done.

Conclusion










































































































































































































































348 PRUSSIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Teacher: Give me an example with mss.

Pupil: Ich schneide mis dem Messer.

Teacher: Give some prepositions which govern the fourth case.

Pupil: Some prepositions which govern the accusative are: durch, fiir,
um, ohne, gegen, wider.

Teacher: Give an example with durch.

Pupil: Die Soldaten zogen durch die Stadt.

Teacher: Give some prepositions which may be used with either the third
or fourth case.

Pupil: They are hinter, auf, neben, unter, vor, swischen, an, in, fiber.

Teacher: What have we studied to-day?

Pupil: We have studied adjectives, verbs, nouns, articles and preposi-
tions. '

Teacher: Will you recite the poem, ‘“ Morgengruss.”

(We stopped taking notes at this point.)

































































































































ARITHMETIC 391

Teacher: How then do I get the area of a circle?

Pupil: One could find the area of a circle by finding the area of all the
triangles which make up a circle.

Teacher: What becomes the base of all the triangles?

Pupil: The circumference is the base.

Teacher: What is the altitude?

Pupil: The radius.

Teacher: Let’s write that as a formula.

Pupil: T X ¢ _ area of a circle.
2

Teacher: How do I find the area of a circle?

Pupil. Multiply the radius by the circumference and divide the product
by two.

Teacher: How do I find the area of a circle?

Pupil: 1 don’t know.

Teacher: We multiply the radius by the diameter and then by 3.1416, and
that is divided by two. Repeat that.

Pupil: Area of circle= f_d.sz

Teacher: Again.

Pupil: The area of a circle is equal to i32_ﬂl_6 .

Teacher: Write that in your notebooks.






















































































































































































































































































































































COOKING 505

The girls carried out the instructions without any failures
and served a very nice little meal, to which we were invited.
After the meal was over, great care and attention were given to
cleaning the dishes and replacing them. We do not vouch for
the accuracy of the above recipe, for in taking notes on this
lesson we were somewhat lost as to the technical terms used.
























SINGING 513

Cirass 1: 2 Hours

CHURCH SONGS
O Lamm Gottes.
Sei Lob und Ehy’ (Melody : Es ist das Heil uns kommen her).
Herz und Hers vereint zusammen (Melody: O du Liebe meiner Liebe).
Sollt’ ich meinem Gott nicht singen.

These songs are for the schools in which Class 1 and Class 2 are not
united in singing instruction.

2L





































































536 PRUSSIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

dislike. The children frequently do not enjoy the exercises
because they are not clothed for it and are uncomfortable after-
wards because of being forced to sit around in sweaty garments.

At the same time, although the methods may be condemned,
the amount of time and importance given to the subject holds a
very important lesson for us. We, as a nation, neglect the health
and bodies of our children in the public school. No German
child is overlooked. Some will say that the children in New
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Kansas City, and Nashville do
receive physical training. Thus far it is good. What of the
children in the country? And in the small towns and cities?
They receive nothing. Some day America will learn thathealthy
citizens are its greatest assets.

























































CONCLUSION - 55§

in the lower schools? Of course, it cannot be done in the same
way as it is done in Germany, because this is a republic and
our conception of the individual and his rights is not the same
as in Germany.

To achieve the fullness of our national possibilities we, as
Germany has already done, must set definitely the goal of
national aims. We must know the end of our efforts. Then we
must mold our means and methods to obtain that which we
have fully resolved upon. Germany has shown us what can
be done in a comparatively short time with a definite aim and
definite methods. The methods which Germany has used
would not be applicable here, for they lead in exactly the op-
posite direction from that in which we are endeavoring to go.

And the necessity of action is upon us, necessity from without,
and necessity from within. The education of patriotic, self-
sacrificing, capable citizens is the only thing which can solve
the problems which are near at hand. Indefiniteness and lack
of purpose mean loss of leadership in every field of endeavor.
The golden dream of being the favored of God will end in a hor-
rible nightmare unless the youth of America is taught how to
know the meaning of true liberty, of the exercise of the rights
of citizenship, of the value of industry, of courage, and of char-
acter.
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Training of teachers, Chap. IX.
Tuberculosis, 128.
Two-teacher school, 221; program of, 238 ff.

Undifferentiated course of study, 26s, 317 ff.

Vacation, 113 ff.; colonies, 147 ff.; hen.t. 137.

Vaccination, 127.

Ventilation, 133 fI.

Volksschule, administration of, Chap. II;
aim, 80, 258 ff., 260; oondition of, in
eighteenth century, 23; beginning of
nineteenth century, 28; ocourse of study,
46 ff, 247 fi.; expenditures for, 93 ff;.
forms of, 88 ff.; history of, Chap. I; in
Middle Ages, 1-2; in eighteenth century,
11; maintenance of, 100 ff.; nationaliza-
tion of, 24; number of pupils, 95 ff.; or-
ganization of, 43 ff.; Chap. XII; pupils
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of, 81 fI.; relation to other schools, 79 ff.;
statistics of, Chap. IV; types of, 38-89,
220 ff.

Von Rochow, interest in public education,
20; school at Reckahn, 20 ff.

Weltkunde, 304.

William I, attitude toward socialism, 398.

Winkelschulen, 1.

Women teachers: age of, 177 ff.; effect of
sex on position, 175; marriage of, 174—
175; normal schools for, 165; number,
06; pensions of, 215 ff.; salary of, 187 fi,
204 ; training of, 165.

Work-school, 266 ff.

Writing, 308; see also German.

Written work, 281 ff.

Zedlitz, influence on schools, 19 ff.
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